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8.	Abu Muhairat      -   Unio terminalis Bgt.
MeL tuberculata, large and small.
Corb. cras&uh Mouss. (?).
Planorbis cf. corneus (Lin.).1
9,	Abu Sabban -      -   Mel. tuberculafa> smallish.
Corb. crassula Mouss. (?).
 10.	Khillat Hawaya   -   MeL tv&erculata, highly sculptured.
 11.	Kimida -      -      -   Mel tuberculata, small.
 12.	Wadi Ranya -      -   Planorbis sp. (?), a deformed single
specimen.
In various boxes (unlabelled but from Abu Muhairat} are the
same shells over again, the most interesting being two or three
good specimens of Bulinus truncatus and the best Lymnaeas,
though small at that.
There is nothing from which to date the collection geologically,
as all the species appear to be still existent in the Near East, but
the presence of the Unionidae and, to a less extent, the Corbicu-
lidae and Lymnaea proves the presence of a plentiful supply of
fresh water, probably rivers or lakes, in the district where these
species have occurred.
N,B.-—The above remarks, kindly made at my request by Major
Connolly (who identified the specimens) in collaboration with Mr.
Robson, should be read as relating to the general importance of my
collection of freshwater shells from the Rub4 al Khali, and not as
a final, authoritative contribution to the literature of the subject.
The question of the full significance of these freshwater shells from
the Arabian desert is still engaging the active consideration of the
experts. It may be of interest to add here that all the flint imple-
ments found in association with these freshwater shells on the sur-
face of a gravel-strewn alluvial soil are of Neolithic (or possibly
later) provenance, No Palaeolithic flints were found by me any-
where in the Rub' al Khali.—H. S'J. B. P.
1 Most of the shells from Arabia are peculiarly deeply umbilicate for this
widespread species, but it is extremely variable (vide Germaiq in Bee.
Indian Museum, vol. xxi.) and, as it is recorded as of frequent occurrence
in Asia Minor although not from Syria or Palestine, there is no reason to
doubt its occurrence in Arabia.

